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Artist Statement
In this work of art, I attempted to capture through an artistic medium many of the dynamic factors in
our current health care crisis—factors that arise from issues with class, race, and gender that have been
marginalizing forces. This experience with limited access to high-quality health care has dramatically
impacted the lives of people of color. Many members of these communities have suffered generational
health care concerns resulting from economic impoverishment and systemic racism. Protests over these
conditions and the failure of the government to adequately address them have been ongoing as a backdrop
to these issues. Hospitals generally have little diversity in their medical staff and as a result, there have been
successful efforts to address this concern with the establishment of medical centers located in communities
most challenged by these issues. I also placed the work in the context of a history of slavery, as well as
traditional herbal healing practices; many of which were passed down from one generation to another.

Artist Bio – Curlee R. Holton
Beyond serving as director for the David C. Driskell Center at the University of Maryland, artist and scholar
Curlee R. Holton is an internationally renowned printmaker and painter. His work has been exhibited
professionally for over 30 years in more than 40 one-person shows and over 100 group shows in prestigious
national and international venues such as Egypt’s 7th International Biennale, the Cleveland Museum of Art,
and the Whitney Museum of American Art. His work is in many private and public collections including
the Cleveland Museum of Art, Yale University Art Gallery, Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, and the
National Gallery of Art. As part of his research and study as an artist-scholar, Holton has lectured and presented
demonstrations throughout the United States and abroad in Europe, Mexico, the West Indies, and Costa Rica.
He has presented numerous public lectures on the subjects of his work, African American art, and contemporary
printmaking. Holton earned his M.F.A. with Honors from Kent State University and his B.F.A. from the
Cleveland Institute of Fine Arts in Drawing and Printmaking. Beginning in 1991, he taught Printmaking and
African American Art History at Lafayette College in Easton, PA, and was also the founding director of the
Experimental Printmaking Institute. Recent awards include the 2020 Distinguished Alumni Award, Kent State
University; the 2018 LINNY Artist of the Year Award, PA; the 2017 Honorary Doctorate: Institute for Doctoral
Studies in Visual Art (NYC); and the 2015 Anyone Can Fly Foundation Lifetime Achievement Award.

